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ibson’s Coastal Craft has been
building world class high
speed aluminum cruisers for
a decade and its newest, and
largest to date, is a breakthrough vessel.

Not only does it perform very well at
planing speeds, common for all Coastal
vessels, but it performs very well as a
displacement hull at up to eight knots.
It then accelerates quickly to planing at
about 12 knots without the “stern squat”
many high-speed boats experience
during the transition from displacement
to planing speeds. As experienced
boaters know, this is no mean feat.
While recognizing that boats are always
a compromise, the ability of the Coastal
420 to operate effectively at both planing

and displacement speeds makes that
compromise almost disappear. Coastal
has scored a hat trick (or a home run,
with the bases loaded, if you prefer a
baseball analogy) with this new vessel.

00I0000 The new Coastal Craft
still incorporates the forward raked
wheelhouse windows that commercial
vessels have favoured for years. However,
over the years Coastal has mated that
feature with an elegant sheer line
sweeping down toward the stern. It
combines the toughness of commercial
aluminum workboats and water taxies
with the fit and finish of a fine yacht. In
fact, the quality of the interior finish is
superior, in both selection of woods and
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fitting, to that found in many multi-
million dollar mega-yachts.

The wheelhouse is topped by a com-
mand bridge with duplicate controls,
plenty of seating and electric/
hydraulic controls for lifting and
dropping the radar mast. A new
feature on the 420 immediately
stands out: the cabin roof has
been extended astern, past
the transom, so that in rainy
conditions—common in local
waters—roof runoff, or direct
rain, won't be dumped into
the cockpit. This may seem
like a small item, but any
experienced boater knows it’s
actually a major improvement.
Serious anglers will appreci-
ate the fact that when tending
rods, water will not be dumped
on their heads and find its way

down the inside of their rain gear.

Entry into the cockpit is through
a cockpit door off the swim step. The
swim step itself is at the same height as
most docks. The cockpit contains a set
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